
 

Bringing nature nearer 

EYE IN THE SKY 
 

Lie under a tree and look up into the sky. What can you see? What does the tree 
look like in that season? How would it change in different seasons? What would it 
be like for an animal living the tree? 

 

EYE SPY 
 

Ask the children to make a “frame” using their fingers. Standing in a circle allow 
each child to “spy” something. They must give a clue as to what it is, this could be 
the first letter or through description e.g. “I spy something soft  and fluffy” for a 
feather. Everyone else must guess. 
Let the children explore an area of the school grounds using their frame as if it 
were a camera. What interesting pictures can they find? 

 

NATURE STICKY CARDS 
 

Collect different natural materials and attach them to the 
sticky card. This could be lots of different colours or textures.  
 

Tip: Stick only part of a leaf/flower/feather etc. onto the card 
so that it doesn't take up too much space. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUPPORTING OUTDOOR LEARNING AT SCHOOL 

 PLAYGROUND SENSORY ACTIVITIES 

Science and Literacy - Key Stage 1 
 

Resources: each child will need a strip of card with double sided sticky tape along 
it, a small pot, e.g. yogurt pot, an egg box with a different textural describing 
words inside each small section. You will need access to a range of natural        
materials. 
 
Do children know the 5 senses and which organ is used for each of them? e.g. 
ears to hear. Complete these activities to give children the opportunity to use their 
senses in the school grounds. Check that they understand that they are not       
allowed to taste any natural materials that they find.  



 

Bringing nature nearer 

 
NATURE POTIONS 

 

Add different smelling natural materials to a small pot and 
stir it with a stick to release the aromas. Invent a name for 
the  potion.  and write a recipe for it, e.g. add 2 small 
green leaves, stir 3 times clockwise etc. 
 

 

DEER EARS 
 

Ask children to cup their hands behind their ears whilst sitting in he school 
grounds. How many different sounds can they hear? 
Why do deer need to have excellent hearing? Which other animals rely on their  
excellent hearing to survive? You could talk about bats using echolocation.  
 

 
TEXTURE BOXES 

 

Ask the children if they can find a natural material to go 
into each section of their texture egg box. 
Each item needs to be small to fit inside the treasure box. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Instead of using egg boxes each child could draw a grid using chalk on the      
playground. The children may need help to write the textural words in their grid (or 
this could be prepared before you begin). Can they find a natural material to go in 
each box on their grid?  

smooth hard crunchy 

rough  soft spiky 


