
Bringing nature nearer 
 

             British wildlife documentaries 
All ages 

There are thousands of wildlife documentaries out there, we have looked for a few about British wildlife 

and particularly those about life in our gardens. 

The British Garden: Life and Death on Your Lawn 89 minutes 

Naturalist Chris Packham and a team of wildlife experts spend an entire year exploring every inch of a 

series of interlinked back gardens in Welwyn Garden City. They want to answer a fundamental question: 

how much wildlife lives beyond our back doors? 

The team film a family of foxes - with a single dad in charge, show that a robin's red breast is actually war 

paint, find a boiling ball of frisky frogs, encounter spiders that change colour to help catch prey, and show 

life-and-death battles going on under our noses in the compost heap. 

Amazing miniature world 3 minutes  

Sir David Attenborough narrates a short film about invertebrates, 

some of which you may find in your garden.  

Clever Queen bumble bees 2 minutes 

Sir David Attenborough explains how bumble bees get nectar from spring flowers before many other 

insects. 

Oak tree and wasp eggs 5 minutes 

Let Sir David Attenborough tell you about the amazing life of gall wasps, it even includes a wasp with a 

metallic zinc drill!  

A couple of films by younger naturalists 

Natural World Facts, British Newts 3 minutes 

Young naturalist Leo R explores the pond in his own garden and finds 

out about the newts living there. 

Will Walter Photography, foxes up close 12 minutes 

Watch as young naturalist Will gets up early to try to get pictures of 

buzzards and crows. See his excitement as a he gets to photograph a fox at very close proximity! 

Tips for filming wildlife in your garden 

Coronavirus: Top tips on how to photograph wildlife in self-isolation 3minutes 

You don't need to head out into the countryside to photograph wildlife, says 

BBC cameraman Shaun Whitmore.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b08xyqcs/the-british-garden-life-and-death-on-your-lawn
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kIO4W8el7Fk&list=PLE7385EEE435FF2E6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Q_kdk00sFk&list=PLE7385EEE435FF2E6&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CzXccvoJThI&list=PLE7385EEE435FF2E6&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JB1LcM_Thi4&list=PLKzq2xKdfIosShSlvyyRSaVhh4ivsy8Ze
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TugRmrtVqm0
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-england-norfolk-52124336/coronavirus-top-tips-on-how-to-photograph-wildlife-in-self-isolation

